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member for Canterbury, whose exposures of Post Office extravagance, bungling, and inefficiency have attracted so much attention, virtually confessed that the public had been overcharged all along, and that henceforth a uniform rate of twopence-halfpenny for letters would be instituted between England and her colonies. The average citizen will doubtless bless the Post Office for the reduction, unconscious of the fact that he has been overcharged throughout the past, and that the overcharge will continue at the rate of three-halfpence per letter until the postage is reduced to a penny. Merchants, newspaper proprietors, and others who have been aware of this, have evaded payment by posting their letters in France or Germany, whence the rate to nearly all parts of the world is 50 per cent, cheaper than it is from England; and it lias been stated that one London firm alone saves ,^1300 per annum by posting its letters in France for India and China, where the rate is twopence-halfpenny as against five-pence charged in England. When it is considered that a letter posted in New York for Sii.iga.pore, and carried there via, England, in one of our mail xtcaviHirn, costs twopence-halfpenny, whereas a letter posted in England for Singapore is charged fivepence; that the cost of letters from England to Shanghai, if sent through the French or German. Post Office there is twopence-halfpenny, but if through the English Post Office at the same place the charge is fivepence per letter, and tliat the same is the ease in Zanzibar and other places ; that millions of samples of English merchandise are still being sent from London to be posted in Belgium back to every town in England at half the rates which are charged if posted in England1 ; and that these and other facts stated above are merely samples, taken at random, of the multitudinous anomalies of our State postal system, some idea may be formed of the enormous saving to the community, especially the commercial section, to whom this matter is of serious consideration, were the present State monopoly abolished and replaced by private enterprise.
1  Vide. Mr. Hcmiiker Hca toil's Initial Inform, and iiis Icttur in Tunes, Sept. 11 fch, 1889.